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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – August 3, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:02 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Roberta Visser, Bob Goodrich, and Jane Johnson. 
 
ABSENT 
Linda Hunt 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the Zoom 
App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 842 8575 4633 password 
468380. The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Certified Arborist Jeff Taylor and Bruce Bohannon with the Rail Trail Advisory Committee, Rail Trail Advisory 
Committee Chair Mike Kowalczyk, and Charles DeCurtis 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for July 7, 2020. There was a motion by Johnson to 
approve the Minutes of July 7, 2020. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT   
The Chair asked for comments from the public and there was none at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Ballou Floodplain Restoration Project Status 
Charles DeCurtis was present and showed the commission drawings of the restoration efforts. He noted some 
winter damage occurred, but many plants survived. He said some mowing on the property cut into the restoration 
area and those plants needed to be replaced. He said basically the project is completed except for monitoring it 
over time. Smith asked for a time to visit the area. DeCurtis said he is working from home with a fairly open 
schedule.  
 
Smith suggested visiting the site at 3 pm prior to the next meeting in September, Tuesday, August 8, 2020. There 
was a discussion about whether or not the commission visiting the site with 3 people (a quorum) would be an 
official meeting and open to the public. Bernard said she would consult with legal at the New Hampshire 
Municipal Association about the matter. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Smith spoke about the funding for this project and he noted the Swanzey Conservation Commission donated 
$20,000. Johnson asked about the types of trees planted and De Curtis said the plants are plants that were there 
in the past. Bohannon suggested notifying the owner of the property when the commission would be visiting the 
property and DeCurtis said he would do that should a site visit occur. 
 
Riley Conservation Area Proposal 
Taylor was present to discuss his proposal with the committee. He said there are 8 different species of invasive 
plants at the site. The plants are too large to hand pull and cutting does not kill the plant; they will re-sprout.  He 
proposed a sprayed herbicide treatment. He said he will use an herbicide which is rated safe for wet areas. He 
said he will need a special permit from Pesticide Control. He proposed treating all the area including the sand pit. 
$2,500 is the cost of the project. Smith noted speaking to the Swanzey Town Administrator who said there are no 
concerns with spraying on the Town of Swanzey property which extends beyond the conservation area into the 
sand pit.  
 
Bohannon said he sent Taylor a map of the Riley property and the sand pit. Taylor said he did get that map and 
confirmed that he did spray the sand pit area in the past, which was 4-5 years ago. Visser asked about the 
herbicide and whether it was Roundup. Taylor said it is not Roundup and he is not spraying in the water. He would 
walk on the edge of the stream and direct the spray away from the stream. He speculated that the water might be 
lower in September and therefore a good time for treatment. Taylor said Roundup has never been acceptable for 
wetlands. He spoke about using seed oils which helps the herbicide penetrate the leaf. 
 
Goodrich said someone has been mowing in the area and that spreads the plants. He said he saw a yellow tractor 
doing the mowing. Bohannon said if it was a yellow tractor, he thinks they were hired by Town Department of 
Public Works (DPW). Bohannon said he also mowed but he mowed along the edges of the walkway and not near 
the invasive plants.  
 
Taylor said if the stem of the plant touches the ground, there is a potential to root, and therefore mowing is not 
recommended. Smith said he would share that information with DPW. Taylor said knotweed best management 
practices document should be in possession of the Town of Swanzey which discusses the best way to control 
invasive species. 
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to approve herbicide treatment at Riley Conservation Area by Jeff Taylor 
at a cost of $2,500 to remove invasive species at the site. There was a second by Johnson and all were in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 
Johnson moved to authorize the Chair to sign the Estimate Agreement Form from Taylor, and there was a 
second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Taylor said he prefers to do the spraying in September which is an effective time to get good control. He said 
there is no charge for the site review and the proposal since the Town is hiring him to do the spraying. 
 
Bohannon asked if this will be for one year or continue for the next 2-3 years. Taylor said he recommends an 
assessment of the control next May and June and noted there may need to be a touch up with the knotweed, but 
the others might not be a problem. Bohannon suggested starting the process earlier so not doing what needs to 
be done at the last minute and suggested perhaps making a commitment for some years into the future. Johnson 
said items that cover years to come should be voted on by the members at that time. 
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The Chair thanked Taylor and Bohannon and they Taylor left the meeting. 
 
Cobble Hill Road Subdivision Application for 63-acre Parcel 
Smith spoke about the Planning Board meeting August 13, 2020 which will be discussing this proposal. The 
request is to divide one parcel into two parcels and the new parcel will be able to accommodate a single-family 
home.  
 
Johnson recused herself from this discussion because her husband is representing the owner.  
 
Goodrich said the second parcel appears to be right where the driveway is now for the house to the right. He said 
he was uncertain how much frontage will be on Cobble Hill. Johnson said there is a 3-acre upland area and there 
are no wetlands. Goodrich said there is 185 feet of frontage on Cobble Hill and noted the new lot line goes to the 
right of the driveway and perhaps it will be a shared driveway. Johnson said David Mann did the surveying. 
Goodrich said he was just noting the situation but did not see any conservation problem. Smith noted that the 
request is only for subdividing the property and he said he didn’t see a concern. The commission members agreed 
by consensus that there is no concern regarding this request. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Thank you Letter from Elizabeth Domina 
Smith read the letter from the girl who received a scholarship from the Commission. He said it was a very nice 
letter and he praised her ability to express herself. 
 
Wantastiquet Monadnock Request for Donation 
Kowalczyk was present to ask for support for this project. He spoke about the connection to the Cheshire Trail.  
He is a member of the coalition and the request for donation is for trail maintenance and some camp sites. The 
trail is about 50 miles long. He asked for $100 in support of the project.  
 
The Chair asked for questions and there were none. 
 

Motion was made by Goodrich to donate $100 for the Wantastiquet Monadnock coalition trail work, 
second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith said there were no expenditures last month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS    
Aquifer Protection Initiative 
Smith read portions of the July minutes with regard to the Planning Board meeting. Johnson said Southwest 
Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) Senior Planner Lisa Murphy was present at the last meeting and Johnson 
said there was no sub-committee created to investigate a potential aquifer protection ordinance. Johnson said 
items with regard to the aquifer protection ordinance were to be added to the Master Plan and Murphy said she 
would add it. 
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Johnson said she will meet with Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler and ask that 
the subject be put on the agenda for the next Planning Board meeting. Smith said if the Planning Board doesn’t 
create a sub-committee the Conservation Commission can pursue a petition strategy. 
 
Visser spoke about the past ordinance and how elements were missing. Johnson suggested Visser attend some of 
the Planning Board meetings to voice her concerns. Smith said if there was a sub-committee that committee 
would review the ordinance. Absent that committee, Smith said if we went with a petition approach, the 
Conservation Commission would need to go through the ordinance. Johnson said there was a sub-committee in 
the past studying water issues but if the Planning Board won’t accept it, then it doesn’t go anywhere.  
 
Smith suggested the possibility to hire SWRPC to assist in developing an approach to the Planning Board about the 
aquifer protection ordinance. Visser said perhaps the State would be a resource. Johnson said she would speak to 
Murphy about the possibility. She said when she finds out which date the agenda will include a discussion on the 
aquifer protection ordinance that is the date for rallying neighbors and friends to show interest and to influence 
the Planning Board members. It was noted that any sub-committee confirmed for this process would consist of 
two members from Conservation Commission, two from the Zoning Board of Adjustment, two from the Planning 
Board, and two from the public.  
                     
Meadowsend Invoices 
Smith reported that the Commission has received three invoices from Meadowsend: 

 Invoice #4620 – date of 6/8/20 - $75 for Conservation Commission meeting via Zoom 

 invoice #5720 – date of 6/8/20 - $112.50 for Timber sale field work 

 Invoice #010620 Conservation Commission meeting preparation and attendance $195 – date is 
3/13/20 at a rate of $65 per hour 

 
Motion was made by Visser to pay invoices #4620, dated 6/8/20 for $75, invoice #5720, dated 6/8/20 for 
$112.50 and Invoice #010620, dated 3/13/20 for $195 from Meadowsend. There was a second to the 
motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 4 pm via Zoom 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
              
              
         


